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The following information is obtained from a
clipping from the Evansville Courisr, July
1910, and from the abstract of title whioh _
dates back to July 2, 1818, when the Govern-
ment made the grant %o Frederick C. Graf, who
g0ld same to Gaines Hardy Roberts, the builder
March 27, 1832,

The Roberts House, or the "0ld 2tone House" asg
it 13 known, was built in 1839 by Gaines Hardy
Roberts. It stands on an slevgtion overlooking
the Ohio River, two miles esat of Newburg, :
. Indiana, on the Wonderland Route, Tt commanda
a view of the river for 25 miles, the longest
atraight atretch of the river between Cineinnati,
Ohio, and Cairo, Illinois.

It atands on ITndian Hill, the gite of an Indian
gstockade bullt in 1810. The stooksads harbored
eight families during Indian uprieings. Probably
many Indian battles were fought in this viecinity,
for many arrow hesds and occasionallv stone hat—
chats are found there.

The contractor was John Msinhardt, a German, just
over from the Patherland. The walls are entirely
of sandstone and plastered on the inside. The
wall thicknesses are, 36™ to grade, 32" from grade
to 1lst floor, 24" to 2nd floor and 18% from 2nd
floor to roof. The sashes are of the double hung
type and aet directly into the gtone jambs, though
only the lower Sash opserates, All exterior doors
are fastened directly to the gtone jambhs, with
wrought iron sve bolt hinges,

The stone of the front elsvation is hand chiselasd

and laid up with a "V" Joint. ™he other elevations
are laid up at random with large stones forming ir.
regulay quoina at all corners, ™he interior parti-
tions are 2x4 studs, lathed and plastered. The plan -
is the usual center hall tvps with s gtair leading

to basement and one %o the 2nd floor. On one side
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of hall on the 1lst floor is the dining room,
and kxitchen with Dutch oven fireplace, and on
the other side the parlor and sitting roon,

‘and on the 2nd floor, four bed rooms. Hvery

room has s firenlace. .

The gtone wag hauled in ox-carts from two miles
east along the river., It took three vears to
entirely complete the residence., It was at that
time the most magnificent home in Southern Indiana
and many families for miles around came to enjoy
the hospitality of the household,

&% the death of Rufus Roberts, the son of the
builder, the house wag sold to Union Hethel,
father of Union 3Bethel, Pormer vresident of the
Amerioan Bell Telephone Company. At the death of
the ganior ir. Bethel the hounse was left vacant
for more than twentyvy yveara. In 1898 Dr. Wesley
Wilson bought the place and farmsd about 300

~acres in the vicinity. He mgintgined ownership

until 1919 when Dr. Igaac C. Hollinger and Cora
D. Hollinger purchased it and established a
sanitarium tfor narcotic pastisnts, in 1931

™, J. Morton purchased the site, and while add-
ing bathYooms on the 18t and ®nd floors, a kit-
chen wine in the rear and radecorating through-
out, he made vary few minor struvctursal chances

to the original unit.
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